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SENATOR WARNER: Yes, as anended as then is the...it is
not a comttee anendnent, it is mne.

PRESIDENT: Very well.

SENATOR WARNER: The anendment now then reflects the
additional 800, a little over $800,000 of general fund
noney, a little over $400,000 of county funds together
with the transfer to enable the shortfall in_the appro-
priation to cover fully the nedicaid cost. Bringing up
the Judge's ozder, why | ama little hesitant to and
obviously it would be inproper to try and predict what
the outcome would be but there are a couple of things
think that you should keep in mlnd. The one is the State
of Nebraska, of course, is not required to participate in
federal prograns, but if 1t does, it must meet the re-
guirenents of that Bro%;an] and of course the issue in

11 as brought out by nat or Newel|l was solely one of
that that was trying to determ ne a choi ce whet her or

not the Legislature as a matter of policy wanted to com
ply, but apparently the body does want to conply, it
doesn't want to participate, and if we do, then we obvious-
Iy nust neet the requirenments which is the cause of the
case. Secondly as far as the outcone, and there 1s...the
i ssue before the court, | think the one paragzaph is best.
"lhe interest of the public does not favor eithez side at
this point for the tenporary restzaining order. The
public has a strong interest in providing health care

for the poor and eldez |y recipients of medicaid assistance
and has a strong interest in financial responsibility."
And that is our choice also as to which side you want to
cone down on and | woul d suggest that if you believe the
nmost inmportant aspect is to maintain current policy of
nmandating state participation as we do, then you have to
cone down on the side of approving this amendment to in-
crease the appropriation. And whether or not that is finan-
cial responsibility...responsible thing to do is each of
our own Judgnment whet her those additional funds of approx-
lmately $800, 000 of state funds and $400, 000 of county
funds should be required in order to neet the nandated
progranms that we have as a policy matter adopted by the
Legi sl ature and have, at |east on two occasions, refused
to consider zevising those. So with that, | think and ny
position, so it is not msunderstood, is at this point the
policy of the body is to prorate so | amwlling to vote
agalnst my own anendment as that being the policy even
though | suspect Senator Newell is very likely correct,
that that policy is going to be wong, but that is the
policy that we have, right or wzong, so | think we ought
to at | east address the 1lssue through this anendnent and



